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Icebreaker

What has your church experience been like regarding worship? What have been
some positive experiences and what have been some negative experiences?

The Fundamental Principle of Worship (14:1-25)

Before we discuss the details of the spiritual gifts Paul mentions, we should
consider the overall point he is trying to make. | summarize it this way:

Paul’s concern for Christian gatherings is not individual experience,
but corporate edification for believers and unbelievers alike.

Where in the passage did Paul contrast the individual with the group?
Where in the passage does Paul talk about unbelievers? What does he say?

Even though Paul talks about tongues a lot in this passage, he still doesn't really
address what the gift of tongues is. What is your understanding of the gift of
tongues? Where did you get that understanding?

In our world today, there are three main viewpoints regarding the gift of tongues:

@ Pentecostals say that speaking (praying) in tongues is a gift given by the Spirit
to every true believer and therefore to be expected and often expressed.

® "Cessationist” churches say that speaking in tongues was a sign for the early
church that is not needed and therefore not given wherever there's a Bible.

® Many other churches say that the Spirit still gives the gift even today, but that it
should not be expected and its expression is optional.

In light of 1 Corinthians 12-14, what do you think about it?

Practical Instructions (26-33)

On Sunday, | said we obey 1 Corinthians 14 by having both public worship
gatherings and Community Groups. How well is that balance working for you?
Based on what we read in 1 Corinthians 14, should we be doing something
different in our Community Group?

For more information about the textual issues of verses 34 & 35, see my blog
post for April 2, 2019. http://lafayettecc.org/blogs/jeff
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